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This lesson plan should be used to supplement portfolio activities using the novel So Far From the Bamboo Grove by Yoko Kawashima Watkins. Students will utilize primary resources to gain knowledge about WWII, the setting of the novel and the impact of the events of WWII on the Kawashima family and other Japanese families. The primary resources are a section of a final, graded portfolio which includes activities from the Glencoe Library study guide and teacher created materials/activities.  

Overview/ Materials/LOC Resources/Standards/ Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/Extension
	Overview
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	Objectives
	Students will:

· Utilize various primary resources to develop a historical understanding of Japan, USA and Korea’s involvement in WWII and the bombing of Hiroshima
· Utilize primary resource maps to document the path the Kawashima Family followed to escape from North Korea during WWII
· Use various primary resources to expand  on content discussed in the novel So Far From the Bamboo Grove



	Recommended time frame
	· 9 weeks; may be shorter or longer depending on the reading level of your students and frequency of reading opportunities 

	Grade level
	9-10

	Curriculum fit
	Reading 


	Materials
	Novel: So Far From the Bamboo Grove by by Yoko Kawashima Watkins
Map Analysis Handout
Photo Analysis Handout
Portfolio Rubric
Webcast Activity Guide
Glencoe Library Study Guide 

 

	Illinois State Learning Standards
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	Language Arts: 

GOAL 1: Read well with understanding and fluency

· 1 C. Comprehend abroad range of reading

materials. 
GOAL 5: Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate information.

· 5 A. Locate, organize, and use information from various sources to answer questions, solve problems and communicate ideas.



	Procedures
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	Lesson One/Prior to beginning to reading the novel:
· Anticipatory set: Bring in real bamboo to show students
· Introduce the novel, So Far From the Bamboo Grove by Yoko Kawashima Watkins
· Go to the map analysis handout and have students (individual or small group) complete the handout in order to gather background information about the setting and historical events of the era.
*adapted version: complete map analysis as a whole class activity, teacher led.
· Following completion, hold a class discussion about the answers and discuss the 38th parallel (38th parallel was the location that Korea was divided into two countries. North Korea was the authority of the  Soviet Union and South Korea by the USA. The Japanese Family needed to get to South Korea and return to Japan.)
Following reading Chapters 4-7 of novel:
· In correspondence to chapters 4-7 where Yoko, her sister and mother return back to Japan, analyze the photographs at http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/g_l/levine/bombing.htm using the Photograph Analysis sheet
Following Completion of the Novel:
· Read the two articles “Life in the Camps”, by Pam Deyell Gingold and “Evacuation and Internment During World War II” by Craig Gingold
·  Have literature groups answer questions 1-3 of page 25 in Glencoe Study Guide.
· Play the last webcast  View Webcast: Veterans History Project in the Classroom
· Complete Webcast Activity Guide


	Evaluation
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	Handouts will be evaluated for completion using the “using primary resources” section of a portfolio of assignments from the novel. See Portfolio Rubric
The rest of the portfolio (shaded portion) will be completed using activities from the Glencoe Library Study Guide for So Far From the Bamboo Grove by McGraw-Hill.

	Extension                                                        Back to Navigation Bar

	
	Students may explore these additional maps of North and South Korea and China 

http://www.loc.gov/today/placesinthenews/archive/2007arch/20071210_southkorea.html
http://www-tc.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/pacific/maps/images/maps_01_03.jpg?Log=0
Read the book Faithful Elephants, A True Story of Animals, People and War by Yukio Tsuchiya

and further discuss the impact of war.




Primary Resources from the Library of Congress
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	Resource
	Description
	Citation
	URL

	Country Profile
	Library of Congress – Federal Research Division Country Profile: North Korea, July 2007
	Library of Congress – Federal Research Division, US Govt. 11 June 2008
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/North_Korea.
pdf
	http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/North_Korea.pdf

	Country Profile


	Library of Congress – Federal Research Division Country Profile: South Korea May 2005
	Library of Congress – Federal Research Division, US Govt. 11 June 2008 http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/South_Korea.pdf
	http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/South_Korea.pdf

	Photos of artifacts from Hiroshima
	Photos of people and artifacts from the bombing of Japan
	Modern American Poetry, Cary Nelson, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 University of Illinois Department of English, 11 June 11, 2008
	http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/g_l/levine/bombing.htm


	Rubric created using

Teachnology 
	Portfolio Rubric 
	TeAchnology ©1998-2008 Teachnology, Inc. 11 June 2008

	www.teachnology.com

	The Glencoe Literature Library

Study Guide for So Far From the Bamboo Grove


	Companion Study Guide for the novel So Far From the Bamboo Grove
	The Glencoe Literature Library Study Guide for So Far From the Bamboo Grove, The McGraw-Hill Companies 11 June 2008

	http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary/pdf/so_far_from_bamboo_grove.pdf

	Webcast 
	Two students conduct a demonstration interview with Joe Ichiuji, a veteran of World War II who served with the 442nd Regimental Combat Team.
	Webcasts of VHP Panel Discussions at the 2007 National Book Festival , The Library of Congress Veterans History Project News and Events 12 June 2008

	http://www.loc.gov/vets/2007-bookfestWebcasts.html

	Faithful Elephants, A True Story of Animals, People and War by Yukio Tsuchiya


	Children’s book about the treatment of zoo animals in anticipation of the bombing of Tokyo.
	Tsuchiya, Yukio “Faithful Elephants, A True Story of Animals, People and War,” children’s book Copyright 1988 Houghton Mifflin Company
	n/a


Rubric
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	Normal Community West High School

	So Far From the Bamboo Grove Portfolio
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	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Walker and Modglin


	Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Focus Activities
Only a few questions answered and group discussions not focused.
Half of the questions answered and group discussions sometimes focused.
Most of the questions answered and group discussion mostly focused.
All questions answered thoroughly plus group discussions focused and productive.
____
Vocabulary and Active Reading
Cards and graphic organizers not done completely.
Cards and graphic organizers half completed.
Cards and graphic organizers missing one or two areas.
Cards and graphic organizers completed in all required areas: Definitions, illustrations, sentences
____
Responding questions
Very few questions answered.
Some questions answered.
Most questions answered, but not completely.
All questions answered thoroughly.
____
Literature and Writing/Extended Response
Literature group not focused and questions incomplete.
Literature group discussions focused half of the time with incomplete answers.
Literature group production not to full potential, but questions mostly answered.
Literature groups working productively with members answering questions individually.
____
Using Primary Sources
Analysis of primary sources somewhat completed.
Analysis of primary sources half completed.
Analysis of primary sources completed, but not in full detail.
Analyzed primary sources well and finished assignments in detail.
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



Handouts
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Map Analysis Worksheet

For 

So Far From the Bamboo Grove 
Go to:    http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/North_Korea.pdf
Read the background information about North Korea on page 1.

When was this country profile created? ________________________________________

What does independence mean? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was North Korea’s independence date(s)? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Give one interesting fact you learned. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the information regarding the Japanese Occupation and Divided Nation and the Korean War. 
What country controlled Korea from 1910-1945? 

________________________________________________________________________

Why was Korea called a “divided nation”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the geographic information.

Click to enlarge the map.

What three countries border North Korea?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think the numbers on the sides, top and bottom of the map mean?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Go to:  http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/South_Korea.pdf
Read the background information about South Korea on page 1
When was this country profile created? ________________________________________

What was South Korea’s independence date(s)? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Give one interesting fact you learned. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the information regarding the Japanese Occupation and Divided Nation and the Korean War. 

State something more that you learned about North and South Korea:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the geographic information.

Click to enlarge the map.

What two countries are near South Korea?

________________________________________________________________________

What is the capital of South Korea? __________________________________________
Where is Pusan located? ___________________________________________________

Handouts
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Photograph Analysis Sheet

You are a historian examining the photographs after the atomic bomb hit. Based on the primary source and the knowledge that you bring to this examination, what deductions can you make about the time after the bombings of Hiroshima using the photographs from http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/g_l/levine/bombing.htm?

	OBSERVATIONS

(Notes on what you see; your details should help someone who has not seen the image to visualize it)
	KNOWLEDGE

(Prior knowledge based on experience or study.)
	DEDUCTION

(What you can infer or conclude.)

	
	
	


What questions does this primary source raise?  What else would you need to know?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Photo by US Army
The huge atomic cloud 6 August, 1945. A Uranium bomb, the first nuclear weapon in the world, was dropped in Hiroshima City. It was estimated that its energy was equivalent to 15 kilotons of TNT. Aerial photograph from the 80 kilometers away of the Inland Sea, taken about 1 hour after the dropping.
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Photo by US Army
The ruins of fire in Kako-machi.  The stone monument was left alone. The A-bomb Dome is seen in the far distance.
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Photo: Ohmura Navy Hospital
A girl with her skin hanging in strips, at Ohmura Navy Hospital on August 10-11.
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Melted Sake Bottles--Photo by Hiromi Tsuchiya

So Far From the Bamboo Grove                Name __________________

Webcast Activity Guide
Effects of War on Family: Two Japanese Perspectives
Back to Navigation Bar
As a class, we will read “Life in the Camps” by Pam Devell and “Evacuation and Internment During World War II” by Craig Gingold.  In your literature groups, discuss and answer the questions 1-3 on page 25 of the Glencoe Study Guide.  

Veterans History Project on the Library of Congress website (www.loc.gov) . Go to Book Fest Webcasts.  Scroll down to the Veteran’s History in the Classroom that starts out with teacher Mary Potts discussing the project.  Joe Ichiuji, a veteran of World War II, describes in the webcast his experience as a Japanese American during World War II.  Listen to his experience and explain how you felt about it.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Both families wanted what was best for the entire family.  Joe Ichiuji wanted the war to end for different reasons than the Kawashimas.  Explain the differences and how each family ended up after the war.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Both Ichiuji and the Kowashimas had to endure many hardships.  Compare the two situations with a Venn Diagram.  See example of a similarity in the middle section of the diagram.

	                                                                                                            Kawashima’s hardships
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 Both wanted what was best for the family.  
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Ichuiuji’s hardships
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