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Fulcrum and Focus Standards

The CCSS standords are substantial and it fokes fime and experfse fo defermine what they mean
for diferent scnool contexts. Remember, feachers and curiculum specialiss are fne exper's who
know best how students will be able 1o meet fne expeciafions of the new standords. In my work
in developing CCSS aligned curricula, educators and | ake fime o identify which standards are
lorge goal, and which ones may fake years fo develop. Reading anchor standard 10, “Read
and comprenend complex iferary and informational fexis independently and proficiently” (2010,
p.10) i an example of o fulcrum standard. Tris kind of standard s @ long-term goal and nof
asiy arficulated and achieved af  lesson or unit level. The reading and mathematics anchor
standaras are generaly fulcrum standards.

Focus standards, on the ofher hand, are fhe ones fhat we may address on a lesson or urit level.
The focus standards are the grade level arficulations of the anchor standards.
Here's an example:

Anchor Standard
Reading #1

Fulcrum Level Read closely fo defermine what fhe fext says

s explicitly and fo make logical iferences from i
specific fextual evidence when wriing or speaking fo
- support conclusions drawn from the fext.
Grade Level Arficulation of Reading
Ot ever Standard #1 (Kindergarten)
Standard

With prompling and support, ask and answer
‘questions about key delails in a fext.
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We coula breck down ine grace evel arfcuiaron even frfher and create  oan satements- o
iesion evelopjeciies. Here's an example:

Grade Level Arficulafion of Reading
FocusLeval Standard #1 (Kindergarten)

T e p—
questions abou key defaisn a ext

I can answer questions about the fext with help.

om my feacher ora iend.
e 1 can answer questions and give examples fom
| tesson tovelfont the fex that explain my answer with some help.
e oronmy own.
1 can ask questions about the fexl.
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Explain how Ihis CCSS fils info
“cumticulum and inshuction:





image4.png
Mapping Out the Curriculum for the Academic Year
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