Walt Whitman (1819-1892)
Poets to Come
Poets to come! orators, singers, musicians to come! 
Not to-day is to justify me and answer what I am for; 
But you, a new brood, native, athletic, continental, 
greater than before known, 
Arouse! Arouse—for you must justify me—you must answer. 
I myself but write one or two indicative words for the future, 
I but advance a moment only to wheel and hurry back 
in the darkness. 
I am a man who, sauntering along without fully stopping, 
turns a casual look upon you and then averts his face, 
Leaving it to you to prove and define it, 
Expecting the main things from you. 

[Walt Whitman, 1871]
1. Circle words you don’t know. Find synonyms for the words and write them next to the circled word.
2. Underline verbs and list them here: _________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What words does Whitman repeat? Why do you think he repeats them? ____________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
4. What images (pictures) come to mind when you read this? ______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What strong words and punctuation does he use? ____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
6. This poem was written in 1871. What words do you think may have a different meaning from how they are used today? ________________________________________________________ 
7. To whom do you think the poet is speaking? __________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
8. What is “it” in line 11? __________________________________________________________
9. How would you describe the purpose of this poem? ____________________________________  
10. What do you think Whitman’s message is (the theme)? __________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________
11. Is his message still relevant today? Why or why not?________________________________ 
	O Me! O Life!
	  

	by Walt Whitman 


	

	O Me! O life!... of the questions of these recurring;   
Of the endless trains of the faithless—of cities fill’d with the foolish;   
Of myself forever reproaching myself, (for who more foolish than I, and who  more faithless?)   
Of eyes that vainly crave the light—of the objects mean—of the struggle ever renew’d;   
Of the poor results of all—of the plodding and sordid crowds I see around me;          
Of the empty and useless years of the rest—with the rest me intertwined;   
The question, O me! so sad, recurring—What good amid these, O me, O life?   
   
                                                        Answer.

That you are here—that life exists, and identity;   
That the powerful play goes on, and you will contribute a verse.


1. Circle the words above that you don’t know. Look them up in a dictionary, then write synonyms next to these words.
2. Underline interesting, strong verbs and list them here: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What words are repeated? ________________________________________________________ 
4. What powerful, strong words does Whitman use? _____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
5. What images (pictures) come to mind when you read this? ______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
6. To whom is the poet speaking and how do you know this? ______________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. How would you describe Whitman’s writing? ________________________________________ 
8. What is the author’s purpose in this poem? __________________________________________ 
9. What do you think the theme of this poem is? ________________________________________
	


 
